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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


from 


.SUBJECT: 




Mr. D. M. Ladd 

A. H . Belmonf 

FRANCES PERKINS A 
afro, i/3S, PAUL CALDWELL w'lLSON 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 
NAME CHECK 


DATE : -Apr tl 26 , 1 952 


PURPOSE: 


To bring to your attention the results of a 
file, checfr concerning Mrs. Frances Perkins. 


BACKGROUND j 


G.l.R * 



- y,. . On ^pril 24, 1952, Mr . Pond Id. j?. Jayson .. Administrative^ 

Assistant to the President, rgjQ.ue_$ ted that the_ Bure au .files E 
*" *• fce checked for subversive derogatory inf ormation o hTb on | * 

iTrs * fra nces Pe rkins, presently a member of the CiUil Service 
Commission and past Secretary of Labor . Afr. Dawsop' youen|'/ 
indication that he had received any derogatory infprmataafr'on 
Mrs. Perkins but indicated that perhaps someone h&t S so started* 

He advised that he desired to see a note from the^furEe auZZjpJ 
indicating the results of the file check* if ^yfy 

SCOPE OF SEARCH: “ " 


j 

■ a 
O 

o 


27ie search was IJmited to a revie w of all subversive 
ma_in filejj and a re u ieto" o/ a ir~"sub v ers ive re/erences receT’tJed 
s ince February, 1 .94 .9 f at which time a summary memorandum was 
prepared for the Attorney General. ^Z. 7--, 

ZE w 

DETAILS : - • 

. • ^ ' / ' j 

-r— ~ * "* / f » 

Trane epfTerk ins was born Avril 10, 1682, at Boston., 
Massachusetts . She was a member of the New York State 
Industrial Board from 1923 to 1933. From 1933 to 1945, she was 
Secretary of Labor, ffin ce O.ctober 9, 1946, she has Jeen 
e mployed a s a m embe r o/ tfte Ci vil Serv i ce Commission. (62-28592) 

t 

Tfte Bureau has co nducted no investigation concerning 
Frances. SgrJs SjjsT. Bureau (fiX&aZrefle_c t that she i S _n ot a mem be r h yj 
of any o j^jcisation cit ed fcy the AttprnpjfZ^sne rqjj the HmtM 
Committee oh UnTKmerican Activities , or any other public, 
c omm ittee . Her hame_jdoes^ app ear along pith other _prominent 
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tndiu jcfuaJa. os one who offered g&vjfje and su^ge_sjijin§_ to 
the^Amsxinun lauth, Ccagress. Many unspecific complaints have 
been received that she is a Communist or Communist sympathiser • 
iSTie is n? 7gpipd_to be £Ll§ndlii with individuals reported to be 
pr^Cpm^nj^f and to ftau g toitftfteld the deportation o.r reported 

C077t77mnxsts . 


I/pon receipt of a loyalty form from the Civil Service 
Commission, the a ha US. infariri.a±inn_inas fu rnished_.±h e^A±t or ne y 
Ge neral on February 20, 1949 T in a detailed wem or and »; tu .At 
th Ts~t i me th e Attorney Gene ral was requested to advise if'a 
full field investigation should be conducted concerning Frances 
Perkins, or if he did not desire such an investigations to advise 
if a summary of this information should be furnished to the 
Civil Service Commission on the back of the loyalty form. 

To this the tnrney _gen gja2__C£i?I jgd "itTo invest igatio n WO ? ran t exi , 
While I see no occasion to — hack~of~±he 

fofmfyoufsKoufS use your~~ tfpJjBPSJjPP s u 

Frances Perjgj n.s ' ICL UOltu form was returned -to the 
C jvil Syryiye C ommission on February 21, 1949, stamped ir No ”* 
Disloyal~Da/b a~ JgJ ■Files, " ‘ ” — “ 1 ”* 


&7C, 

£7# 


Inf or mat i on received subsequent to February , _ 1 949, 
reflects that a pamphlet issued b y the Institute for ^American 
Pemocrac jy. 3 60 Lexington Avenue , New fpfkfcityf^ entitled 
,r Co^unTt^ Projects** in dicated t hat the ^ Institute had, 
^^f^ned^^^m^yran ces^ Per kin's" fo. w fi te a w e ekly >e 1 ease. j. to the 
labor press 'of the jfni ted Statf s and that nearly 1,000 labor ~ 
papers receivedtfiis material at that time. An informant of 
known re liability advised t Aot ajrthpuyh the Jnatitute fm- 



T his info.rm.a.tiop and the info rm.pt inp previ ous ly 

fyfnished the Attorney Genera l has been incorporated in the 
attached memorandum to the White ^PouseZ ~ "" ~ 
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RECOMMEimATION ; 

It is recommended that the attached memorandum, if 
approved, be forwarded to the White Souse via Liaison channels, 

eft- 

t 
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April 96, 19SP 


FP.AtCES PERFXWS t _ 

o “242^^, . 

5*< t JS#rta* kf« eomfsetfed mo . 

ooneerofft? Frances PerkindJani cur /fit# *•»*«? » 
information which reflects that she is, or Aes heeWg .' ' 

e member of any ar^«n<»otion e<t«t by tA# Attorney K •"• 

u geMr«2 ft* eertu? »l«l* *A# jwrptew.ef Esemnw ^ ■<■ .^$\: 
ew#r nears* ttt i&»#* ?#*»***##* t* ■• 

Jttlvttft* or «** itfttr 

- --^r ^v*' •• ' ; i . -- .\ •Tf't 

. * .. v .friar to the first American Touth gongreed 

held at fern fork City in 1984, official publication* , 

of Wo Comgreoe listed mme XmtotAucle oho mrg 

tutor ested *n the Movement md hod offered advice' md "r'-W--^ 

suggestions* Frances Perkins, secretory of ichorg waeZ^J&Z Y ' 

lieted among these individuals • It to noted that thto 3 “ ' 


Hot also included other cabinet members. 
Governors, 


several 


evermore, ami other prominent pc cple*t(lQ0-3S87-71 ) 

Cotx/ h V ~ — • • — 1 1 * 

the American Touth Congress has been designa 
by the Attorney General as a Conmuni si organisation 
within the purview of Executive Order 9635* 
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■'-»’?.S r . 


QQJZMMJjL associations 

This Bureau has, in the post, rot stood numerous 
letters written by tndi viaucls in which they hove all eged 
that rrmece Perkins is a Communist or « Cowmniet 
sympathiser* Hoot of them lotto ro aloe contained *. 

eimilar allegations regarding ether prominent people 
employed by ths United States Government* Those letters 
failed to refleet os y baste or facto to substantiate 
the allegations* (61-7559-82201, 8372, 9486, 9694, 9699; 

■ 100-10718-2 J 


Xu 19$4, francos Parkins was reported to here 

cancelled the deportation order of Frank Berteh, who 
Mi charged with being a member of an organisation 
cooking the overthrew of this government by violence ~ : 
Bench, in 1948, wee reported to bo a Communist Pcrtm 
member and Executive SecreCtyry of the Motional Gomyil' 
of Amort erne #/ erection &esem$* (i oo-346268-lie ) ; 
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